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Environmental, Planning, and Engineering Consultants
440 Park Avenue South
7th Floor
New York, NY 10016
tel: 212 696-0670
fax: 212 213-3191
www.akrf.com

Memorandum

To: Mr. Daniel Stephens, Allen Street Construction Corp.

From: AKRF, Inc.

Date: August 30, 2018

Re: 140 Allen Street Traffic Study

cc: Carson Qing, Marissa Tarallo, Chi K. Chan; AKRF

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Allen Street Construction Corp. is preparing to open and operate a hotel and restaurant/bar establishments
in conjunction with an existing property at 140 Allen Street in Manhattan, which has frontages facing Allen
Street, Rivington Street, and Orchard Street (see Figure 1).

Figure 1: Project Site
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In accordance with Community Board 3’s requirement that a traffic study be conducted for the issuance of
a liquor license to the hotel’s various restaurant and bar establishments, traffic and pedestrian counts, along
with field observations of vehicular and pedestrian traffic flows were collected on a typical Friday evening
in August 2018, during which the planned project is expected to generate the highest level of visitation.
While traffic and pedestrian volumes were moderate to high, they were comparatively lower than the levels
experienced in higher trafficked sections of Manhattan and conditions were generally favorable and not
congested. During the late evening hours, taxi and other for-hire vehicle activities were observed to
occasionally impede traffic in the moving lanes along Orchard Street. These activities, however, were
intermittent and did not cause persistent congestion along Orchard and the adjacent streets. Pedestrian flow
was also generally unimpeded. Since the project is generating activities that are consistent with those that
already exist in the area during the late evening hours and are not substantial relative to existing levels, the
traffic study concluded that the proposed building is not expected to have a material effect on existing traffic
and pedestrian conditions in the surrounding area.

TRANSPORTATION DATA COLLECTION AND EXISTING CONDITIONS

Vehicular traffic and pedestrian data were collected during the early, mid-, and late evening hours of a
typical Friday to capture peak activities adjacent to the project site (i.e. 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM, 8:00 PM to
10:00 PM, and 11:00 PM to 2:00 AM). Traffic volumes were collected mid-block on northbound Allen
Street and Orchard Street between Rivington and Delancey Streets. The northbound approach of Allen
Street at Rivington Street contains a bike lane on the west side, a left-turn only lane, two through lanes, and
parking on the east side. Due to on-going construction of the proposed building, a temporary walkway has
been provided to facilitate pedestrian passage. Currently, this walkway occupies a portion of the parking
lane and is protected by temporary construction barriers. Orchard Street is a one-way northbound street
with parking on both sides and one through/left-turn lane (see Figures 2 and 3 in the Attachments section
of this memorandum). The proposed building will also have a frontage along a small portion of Rivington
Street, which is a westbound street, with a bike lane on the south side, a through/right-turn lane, and parking
on the north side.

Pedestrian volume data were collected for the west sidewalk of Orchard Street between Rivington and
Delancey Streets, the south sidewalk of Rivington Street between Allen and Orchard Streets, and the east
sidewalk of Allen Street between Rivington and Delancey Streets. Currently, scaffolding exists where the
building is undergoing construction, along both the Allen Street and Orchard Street sidewalks, while the
Rivington Street south sidewalk is minimally affected by construction (see Figures 4 through 6 in the
Attachments section of this memorandum). Additionally, field staff made observations of general traffic
and pedestrian conditions in the area and noted pick-up/drop-off activities, vehicular-pedestrian conflicts,
and sidewalk flows. A summary of the collected traffic and pedestrian data is presented in Table 1. Detailed
tabulations of the transportation data are also presented in the Attachments section of this memorandum.

Putting the collected traffic and pedestrian data into context, highly trafficked parts of Manhattan can
experience upwards of 2,000 and 500 vehicles per hour for major avenues and crosstown streets,
respectively, and busy sidewalks can serve up to 5,000 pedestrians per hour. As such, the observed traffic
volumes on adjacent roadways (up to approximately 850 vehicles an hour on northbound Allen Street and
230 vehicles an hour on northbound Orchard Street) and pedestrian volumes on the sidewalks along the site
frontages (between 200 and 450 an hour) are comparatively lower than other busier parts of Manhattan
during the Friday evening peak hours.
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Table 1
Traffic and Pedestrian Volumes

Early, Mid, and Late Friday Evening Peak Conditions
Traffic Volumes: Allen Street between Rivington and Delancey Streets

Peak Hour Allen Street Northbound
Early Evening: 6:00-7:00 PM 687
Mid-Evening: 9:00-10:00 PM 743
Late Evening: 12:30-1:30 AM 848

Traffic Volumes: Orchard Street between Rivington and Delancey Streets
Peak Hour Orchard Street Northbound

Early Evening: 6:00-7:00 PM 151
Mid-Evening: 9:00-10:00 PM 185
Late Evening: 12:30-1:30 AM 229

Pedestrian Volumes: Orchard Street West Sidewalk between Rivington and Delancey Streets
Peak Hour Northbound Southbound Total

Early Evening: 5:45-6:45 PM 207 85 292
Mid Evening: 8:00-9:00 PM 157 107 264

Late Evening: 11:00 PM–12:00 AM 108 109 217

Pedestrian Volumes: Rivington Street South Sidewalk between Allen and Orchard Streets
Peak Hour Eastbound Westbound Total

Early Evening: 5:45-6:45 PM 281 150 431

Mid-Evening: 8:00-9:00 PM 208 138 346
Late Evening: 11:00 PM–12:00 AM 142 162 304

Pedestrian Volumes: Allen Street East Sidewalk between Rivington and Delancey Streets
Peak Hour Northbound Southbound Total

Early Evening: 5:45-6:45 PM 114 125 239
Mid-Evening: 8:00-9:00 PM 159 112 271

Late Evening: 11:00 PM–12:00 AM 155 94 249

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

1. During the busiest traffic peak period of 12:30 AM to 1:30 AM, northbound Allen Street
experienced approximately fourteen (14) vehicles per minute while Orchard Street experienced just
under four (4) per minute. Pedestrian trips were highest along Rivington Street, at approximately
seven (7) pedestrians per minute during the early evening hour of 5:45 PM to 6:45 PM. In general,
vehicular and pedestrian traffic moved well along the roadways and sidewalks adjacent to the
proposed building during the entire observation period, which spanned from the early evening to
late night hours.

2. The majority of taxi and for-hire vehicle pick-ups and drop-offs occurred along Allen Street
adjacent to the project site, and along Orchard Street across the street from the project site. Along
Orchard Street, these activities were concentrated within the No Standing zones during the early
evening hours (i.e., 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM). Occasionally, these activities were observed to take place
in the moving lane, forcing traffic to slow down and maneuver around them. As the frequency of
such activities was rather low, they did not persistently impede traffic. During the late evening
hours (11:00 PM to 2:00 AM), more frequent taxi and for-hire vehicle pick-ups and drop-offs were
observed near Orchard Street and Rivington Street; these at times were observed to impede traffic
and cause queue spillbacks. Comparatively, fewer taxi and for-hire vehicle pick-ups and drop-offs
were observed along the Allen Street frontage, as there are fewer food and drink establishments
located along that block, as compared to Orchard Street.

3. Other observations include frequent pedestrian queueing at the northeast corner of Rivington Street
and Orchard Street in the late evening hours as pedestrians waited for taxis and other for-hire
vehicles. Bicycle traffic was more frequently observed along Rivington Street than either Orchard
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Street or Allen Street. No apparent or persistent conflicts between vehicular traffic and bicycles
were observed at either intersection during the Friday evening observation periods.

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION SURROUNDING THE PROJECT SITE

An assessment of pedestrian flow was conducted for the sidewalks surrounding the project site (i.e., east
sidewalk of Allen Street south of Rivington Street, south sidewalk of Rivington Street between Allen and
Orchard Streets, and west sidewalk of Orchard Street south of Rivington Street). In conformance with
standard analysis methodologies prescribed by the New York City Department of Transportation
(NYCDOT), guidance from the Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) was used to prepare the analysis. The
primary performance measure for sidewalks and walkways is pedestrian space, expressed as square feet per
pedestrian (SFP), which is an indicator of the quality of pedestrian movement and comfort. The calculation
of the sidewalk SFP is based on the pedestrian volumes by direction, the effective sidewalk or walkway
width, and average walking speed. The SFP forms the basis for a sidewalk level-of-service (LOS) analysis.
LOS A and B indicate very favorable operating conditions under which pedestrians can maneuver freely
with minimal conflicts in the same or opposite direction. LOS C indicates the presence of occasional
conflicts in pedestrian movements but still favorable operation. LOS D indicates a condition where
congestion levels are more noticeable and pedestrian movement is less free-flowing. LOS E and F reflect
poor service levels, with restrictive movement and pedestrians often needing to shuffle and change paths
along their routes.

As presented in Table 1 above, existing pedestrian volumes range from approximately 200 to 450 during
the Friday evening to late night peak hours. While there are construction fencings and temporary walkways
surrounding the project site, an evaluation of the “permanent walkway” geometry was conducted to
determine the effective pedestrian space for analysis. Applying the HCM methodology described above,
the service levels for the three sidewalks surrounding the project site were found to be at favorable LOS B
during all peak activity time periods.

CONDITIONS WITH THE PROPOSED BUILDING

In addition to the hotel rooms, the proposed building is planned to encompass several restaurant/bar
establishments, totaling approximately 9,700 square feet. While these establishments would generate
visitations beyond those made just to the hotel, there is an inherent linkage in trip-making between the two
uses. In addition, because the surrounding area already has a fair number of restaurants and bars, there
would be linkages among various establishments of the same uses as well (i.e., one person making visits to
more than a single establishment in the area). These characteristics were taken into account in the trip
projections and operational assessments presented below.

TRAVEL DEMAND PROJECTIONS

Using established trip rates and temporal distributions, as well as observed modes of transportation and
linkage considerations discussed above, peak hour trip estimates were developed for the proposed building.
These estimates show that vehicle and pedestrian trip generation associated with the proposed building
would be up to approximately 30 vehicle-trips and 100 pedestrian-trips during peak hours. During the late
evening hours, most of these trips would be comprised of those visiting the proposed building’s
restaurant/bar establishments. It should be noted that prior to the construction of the proposed building,
which began several years ago, the project site was occupied by approximately 32 apartments and 3,000
square feet of ground floor retail space. If these uses were still in existence, they would also generate trips
that would traverse the surrounding roadways and pedestrian sidewalks. However, for purposes of a
conservative analysis and focusing on the late afternoon and evening conditions, which are more prevalent
to the planned hotel and restaurant/bar uses on the project site, the assessments presented below do not take
a credit for the activities that would otherwise be generated by the previous uses at the project site.
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ASSESSMENT OF ROADWAY CONDITIONS

Distributed among the three building frontages, the approximately 30 vehicle trips would amount to less
than a 5-percent increase in vehicular traffic in the immediate area. Since existing traffic flow is largely
favorable, this nominal increase in vehicular traffic is not expected to result in a perceptible change in
adjacent roadway operations. Furthermore, because the main entrance to the proposed building is intended
to be on Allen Street, where a hotel loading zone would be sought from NYCDOT, most of the
aforementioned vehicular traffic would likely gravitate toward that side of the building. And since the plan
is to only have a secondary entrance and a café fronting Orchard Street, activities associated with the
proposed building would not exacerbate the occasional congestion observed on Orchard Street during the
evening and late night hours.

ASSESSMENT OF PEDESTRIAN OPERATIONS

The projected increase in peak period pedestrian traffic would be approximately 10-percent over existing
conditions. In addition, the perspective building operator is contemplating the installation of sidewalk cafés
on either or both of the Allen and Orchard Street frontages. As described above, current pedestrian
operations along the building’s three frontages were found to be at favorable levels during all study time
periods. Accounting for the projected increase in trip-making and the potential decrease in pedestrian space
from the sidewalk café installation, the adjacent sidewalks would still operate at LOS B or better during the
mid- and late evening time periods but may deteriorate to LOS C during the early evening (or afternoon
commuter peak) time period, which would still be considered favorable operation. Therefore, the proposed
building is also not expected to adversely impact pedestrian flow along the adjacent sidewalks.



Attachments



Figure 2: Orchard Street at Rivington Street (looking south)

Figure 3: Allen Street at Rivington Street (looking south)



Figure 4: Allen Street east sidewalk between Rivington Street and Delancey Street

Figure 5: Rivington Street south sidewalk between Allen Street and Orchard Street



Figure 6: Orchard Street west sidewalk between Rivington Street and Delancey Street
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140 Allen Street
On-Street Pedestrian Counts

  
SURVEY DATE(S):  
SURVEY PERIOD (AM) to
SURVEY PERIOD (MD): to
SURVEY PERIOD (PM): to

LLOCATION #1: Rivington Street and Orchard Street

EB WB NB SB EB WB NB SB CR A CR B CR C CR D N S E W N S E W N S E W N S E W
NE SE SW NW

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 A B C D 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
4:00 PM - 4:15 PM 44 34 45 28
4:15 PM - 4:30 PM 34 26 58 30
4:30 PM - 4:45 PM 32 22 61 41
4:45 PM - 5:00 PM 39 22 75 43
5:00 PM - 5:15 PM 40 32 60 31
5:15 PM - 5:30 PM 40 25 57 21
5:30 PM - 5:45 PM 26 13 58 42
5:45 PM - 6:00 PM 53 18 64 25
6:00 PM - 6:15 PM 56 37 65 33
6:15 PM - 6:30 PM 48 15 69 50
6:30 PM - 6:45 PM 50 15 83 42
6:45 PM - 7:00 PM 19 19 45 27

8:00 PM - 8:15 PM 59 28 45 31
8:15 PM - 8:30 PM 38 30 67 36
8:30 PM - 8:45 PM 31 24 35 41
8:45 PM - 9:00 PM 29 25 61 30
9:00 PM - 9:15 PM 20 22 43 25
9:15 PM - 9:30 PM 44 16 26 31
9:30 PM - 9:45 PM 22 25 56 63
9:45 PM - 10:00 PM 30 13 52 49

11:00 PM - 11:15 PM 38 25 56 51
11:15 PM - 11:30 PM 16 36 23 35
11:30 PM - 11:45 PM 26 19 30 35
11:45 PM - 12:00 AM 28 29 33 41
12:00 AM - 12:15 AM 31 30 58 20
12:15 AM - 12:30 AM 22 8 58 29
12:30 AM - 12:45 AM 41 22 31 44
12:45 AM - 1:00 AM 26 20 39 19
1:00 AM - 1:15 AM 23 33 52 24
1:15 AM - 1:30 AM 20 16 50 22
1:30 AM - 1:45 AM 28 14 26 15
1:45 AM - 2:00 AM 2 10 4 8

NorthEast

Friday, August 10, 2018
4:00 PM 7:00 PM

11:00 PM

Crosswalk Corner

10:00 PM

East South

2:00 AM
8:00 PM

Note:

Time Period
West

Sidewalk

North NorthWestSouthWestSouthEastCorner
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August 30, 2018 

 

Mr. Daniel Stephens 

Kalimian Equities 

489 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10017 

 

Ref: 140 Allen Street – Noise Impact Study 

Event Noise Evaluation 

C&A Project #31668 

 

Dear Dan: 

 

We have completed our review of the noise impact due to the operation of a proposed 2nd floor terrace, rooftop 

terraces, and sidewalk café that will be located at 140 Allen Street, Manhattan, NY. The main purpose of the study 

was to assess the noise impact on the surrounding neighborhood of the proposed programming on the 2nd floor 

terrace, rooftop terraces, and sidewalk café associated with 140 Allen Street. 

 

Our findings are summarized below. 
 

1.0 Acoustical Terminology and Criteria 

The following summarizes the commonly used acoustical terminology and criteria that are applicable to 

this project: 

 

1.1 A-Weighted Sound Pressure Level (dBA) 

A-weighted sound levels provide excellent correlation to the human response to noise at low 

to moderate sound levels. The A-weighting network approximates the sensitivity of the human 

ear at moderate sound levels by de-emphasizing high and low frequencies because the ear is 

less sensitive to these ranges. Unless otherwise indicated, all noise levels are expressed in 

decibels referenced to 20 x 10-6 Pa.   

 

1.2 C-Weighted Sound Pressure Level (dBC) 

The C weighting network follows the frequency sensitivity of the human ear at very high noise 

levels. The C-weighting scale is quite flat, and therefore includes much more of the low-

frequency range of sounds than the A scale. Unless otherwise indicated, all noise levels are 

expressed in decibels referenced to 20 x 10-6 Pa. 

 

1.3 NYC Noise Code Section 24-218 – General Prohibitions 

Section 24-218 of the New York City Noise Code states that “No person shall make, continue or 

cause or permit to be made or continued any unreasonable noise.” Specific decibel levels relative 

to ambient conditions are provided below:  

  

(b) Unreasonable noise shall include but shall not be limited to sound, attributable to any device, 

that exceeds the following prohibited noise levels:  

(1) Sound, other than impulsive sound, attributable to the source, measured at a level of 7 dB(A) or 

more above the ambient sound level at or after 10:00 p.m. and before 7:00 a.m., as measured at any 

point within a receiving property or as measured at a distance of 15 feet or more from the source on 

a public right-of-way. 
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(2) Sound, other than impulsive sound, attributable to the source, measured at a level of 10 dB(A) or 

more above the ambient sound level at or after 7:00 a.m. and before 10:00 p.m., as measured at any 

point within a receiving property or as measured at a distance of 15 feet or more from the source on 

a public right-of-way. 

(3) Impulsive sound, attributable to the source, measured at a level of 15 dB(A) or more above the 

ambient sound level, as measured at any point within a receiving property or as measured at a 

distance of 15 feet or more from the source on a public right-of-way.  
 

For this project, this section of NYC Noise Code shall apply to crowd noise (i.e. any activity that 

is not amplified music). 

 

1.4 NYC Noise Code Section 24-231 – Commercial Music 

Section 24-231 of the NYC Noise Code states that music originating from or in connection with 

any commercial establishment or enterprise may not exceed the following, as measured inside 

a residence: 

• 42 dBA 

• 45 dB in any one-third octave band from 63 to 500 Hertz, inclusive. 

• An increase of 6 dBC or more over ambient noise, when ambient noise is greater than 

62 dBC. 

 

For this project, this section of NYC Noise Code shall apply to amplified music only. 

 

2.0 Existing Conditions 

The proposed rooftop terraces and 2nd floor terrace will be located at 140 Allen Street, Manhattan, NY. 

The rooftop spaces will be the tallest structure in the immediate vicinity, with no nearby residential 

windows overlooking the space. Several residential bathroom and kitchen windows at 79 Rivington 

Street will overlook the 2nd floor terrace and will be approximately 15-feet away. These locations are 

shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Rendering showing proposed terraces relative to nearby 

residential properties. 
 

We understand that amplified music may be provided throughout the outdoor areas during hours of 

operation, however the music will be intended for light background use only. 

 

3.0 Existing Ambient Noise Level Measurements 

As part of our study, we monitored ambient noise level at the site of the proposed 2nd floor terrace over 

a weekend. The measurement location was on the south-east corner of Allen Street and Rivington 

Street. Measurements were logged from approximately 2:00 PM on Friday, 6/1/2018, until 10:00 AM on 

Tuesday 6/5/2018.  

 

Results of the monitoring indicate that noise levels during hours of operation were lowest during early 

morning hours around 2:00AM. Ambient noise levels reached a minimum level (LMin) during this period 

of 53 dBA. Figure 2 shows the measurement history. The quietest daytime levels hovered around 63 

dBA. These levels would roughly equate to a level of 45 dBA and 55 dBA, respectively, inside a residence 

with open windows. Please note that these noise levels that nearby residents currently enjoy are already 

above the 42 dBA limit stipulated by NYC Noise Code. 
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Figure 2: Minimum Ambient Noise Levels Measured at Proposed Site from 6/1/2018 to 6/5/2018 

 

4.0 Estimated Noise Impact 

The projected noise impact levels on the surrounding properties are as follows: 

 

4.1 2nd Floor Terrace 

Typical background music for this type of establishment can reach up to 70 dBA. These noise 

levels could result in up to 50 dBA inside the closest residential property (79 Rivington Street, 

windows open). These levels would not comply with NYC Noise Code requirement of 42 dBA 

without additional noise mitigation efforts. 

 

Based on the distance between the location of the terrace relative to nearby residential units, 

as well as the projected ambient noise level inside the residences presented in Section 3.0 

(45 dBA at night), all activity that is not amplified music must be limited to 72 dBA or less in 

order to comply with Section 24-218(b)(1) of NYC Noise Code at 79 Rivington Street with the 

windows open. We note that typical crowd noise for this type of environment may exceed this 

limit without additional mitigation. If appropriate noise mitigation measures are implemented, 

noise originating from the 2nd Floor Terrace will be able to meet applicable Noise Codes. This 

will be discussed further in further sections. 

 

4.2 Roof Terrace 

Typical background music for this type of establishment can reach up to 70 dBA. These noise 

levels could result in up to 30 dBA inside the closest residential property (79 Rivington Street, 

windows open). These levels would comply with NYC Noise Code requirement of 42 dBA 

without additional noise mitigation efforts. 
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Based on the distance between the location of the roof terrace relative to nearby residential 

units, as well as the projected ambient noise level inside the residences presented in 

Section 3.0 (45 dBA at night), all activity that is not amplified music must be limited to 92 dBA 

or less in order to comply with Section 24-218(b)(1) of NYC Noise Code at all nearby residential 

properties with the windows open. We find that expected crowd noise levels for this type of 

environment are well below this 92 dBA limit. 

 

4.3 Sidewalk Café 

We understand that the proposed sidewalk café will not utilize amplified music. Therefore, 

Section 24-231 of NYC Noise Code shall not apply. 

 

Based on the distance between the location of the proposed sidewalk café relative to nearby 

residential units, as well as the projected ambient noise level inside the residences presented 

in Section 3.0 (45 dBA at night), all activity that is not amplified music must be limited to 

83 dBA or less in order to comply with Section 24-218(b)(1) of NYC Noise Code at 79 Rivington 

Street with the windows open. We find that expected crowd noise levels for this type of 

environment are well below this 83 dBA limit. 

 

5.0 Comments and Recommendations 

5.1 2nd Floor Terrace 

In order to comply with NYC Noise Code, overall music levels on the 2nd Floor Terrace must be 

maintained at a level of 62 dBA or less, with levels at each third-octave band between 63 and 

500 Hz at 65 dB or less. This can be accomplished with the use of a built-in sound limiter 

integrated into the establishment’s sound system. 

 

The sound limiter should be calibrated per the sound limits specified above and secured to 

prevent incidental or unauthorized changes to the settings. To separately address overall and 

bass volume, any such limiter should have an adjustable frequency filter or multiple band 

limiting. Commercially available products, such as Samson S-3-Way crossover/limiter, or similar 

from a different vendor, may be suitable for this application. 

 

In order to comply with NYC Noise Code at the 140 Allen windows directly above, crowd noise 

levels on the 2nd Floor Terrace must be maintained at a level of 72 dBA or less. Seeing as typical 

crowd noise in a bistro / café environment can exceed this limit (typical crowd noise in a 

medium-density café can approach 75 – 80 dBA), the addition of a sound barrier to block line-

of-sight between the terrace and the residential windows above should be explored. The 

barrier must be solid and free of gaps. We would be happy to explore barrier material options 

with the design team upon further request. The extent of the barrier can be seen conceptually 

in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Concept markup of extent of noise barrier 

 

Based on the anticipated crowd noise level of 80 dBA on the 2nd Floor Terrace, we project that 

the noise impact will be in compliance with applicable NYC Noise Codes at all other residential 

units in the area, including those directly across Rivington Street. 

 

5.2 Roof Terrace 

Based on the distance between the proposed Roof Terrace location and nearby properties, in 

order to comply with NYC Noise Code overall music levels not exceed 81 dBA, with levels at 

each third-octave band between 63 and 500 Hz at 84 dB or less. Again, this can be 

accomplished with the use of a built-in sound limiter integrated into the establishment’s 

sound system. 

 

In order to comply with NYC Noise Code, crowd noise levels on the Roof Terrace must be 

maintained at a level of 92 dBA or less. Typical café / bistro noise levels are will within this limit, 

and no further mitigation efforts should be necessary. 

 

Based on an anticipated crowd noise level of 80 dBA on the Roof Terrace, we project that the 

noise impact will be in compliance with applicable NYC Noise Codes at all other residential 

units in the area, including those directly across Rivington Street. 

 

5.3 Sidewalk Cafes 

We understand that the anticipated programming for the140 Allen Street sidewalk café will be 

light dining with low patron density. We also understand that the sidewalk café will not utilize 

amplified music.  

 

In order to comply with NYC Noise Code, crowd noise levels at sidewalk cafés must be 

maintained at a level of 83 dBA or less. Typical low-density café / bistro noise levels are will 

within this limit, and no further mitigation efforts should be necessary. 
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Based on an anticipated crowd noise level of 75 dBA at sidewalk cafés, we project that the 

noise impact will be in compliance with applicable NYC Noise Codes at all other residential 

units in the area, including those directly across Rivington Street. 

 

 

This completes our measurements summary at this time. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have 

any questions or comments. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Chris Petropulos 

Associate 
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